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“On behalf of FEDORA, I would
like to express our great
satisfaction to see
Edilia Gänz’s actions as Director
of FEDORA internationally
recognized by this nomination.“
Jérôme-François Zieseniss,
President of FEDORA
© Julien Mouffron-Gardner

FORBES DISTINGUISHES EDILIA GÄNZ,
THE YOUNG DIRECTOR OF FEDORA
On February 12th Edilia Gänz was appointed by the
Amercian magazine Forbes, as one of the 30 European
talents under 30 of the year 2019 in the category “Arts and
Culture“, a prestigious selection of the most promising
young managers of the year in different cultural sectors.

UPON THE ORGANIZATION’S CREATION IN 2014, THE POSITION OF FEDORA’S
DIRECTOR WAS OFFERED TO EDILIA GÄNZ. DESPITE HER YOUNG AGE,
SHE POSSESSED THE NECESSARY SKILLS, DYNAMISM AND COMMITMENT
TO TAKE ON THIS RESPONSIBILITY.
A young dynamic director
Edilia Gänz (29) was born in Bernkastel-Kues, Germany. She developed very early a great
passion for classical music and ballet, which she practiced for many years. Following her
studies in Business Administration at the University of Mannheim, she obtained a Master’s
degree in Marketing & Creativity from ESCP Europe Business School in London and Paris.
After managing the Mannheim Philharmonic Orchestra’s marketing and communications
during her studies, she was hired in 2013 by the AROP (Association for Friends and Donors
of the Paris National Opera) and was soon involved in the launch of FEDORA and its
new Prizes competition supporting creation in the field of opera and ballet in Europe.
During these five years of activity, Edilia Gänz gathered around her a team of 5 people,
with different origins, cultures and professional experiences: France, Germany, Italy and
Turkey work together to contribute to the future of Europe. This is an important message
that reflects the image of the ambitious project: enable a broad European audience to
discover talents and access easily their art; and above all, contribute to the future of Europe.

W

hat is FEDORA ?

FEDORA is a non-profit organisation that promotes opera and ballet throughout
Europe. As a tribute to Rolf Liebermann, FEDORA’s first president, FEDORA
was relaunched in 2014 through the impulse of Jérôme-François Zieseniss, who
became its President, in close collaboration with Jean-Yves Kaced, Director of
the AROP, and Nicholas Payne, Director of Opera Europa. FEDORA’s main
objective is to encourage innovation in opera and ballet through philanthropy,
and to this end, it raises funds to support new co-productions and fosters artistic
cooperation between operas, ballet companies, festivals and artists involved in
audience development, thanks to the FEDORA - VAN CLEEF & ARPELS Prize
for Ballet (€100,000), the FEDORA - GENERALI Prize for Opera (€150,000),
and
the
new
FEDORA
Education
Prize
(€50,000).
Today, FEDORA federates 80 institutional members (opera houses, festivals,
etc.) as well as individual and corporate donors in 20 countries, encouraging a
sustainable ecosystem between the economic and cultural sectors in order to
guarantee
the
future
of
these
art
forms.

MILESTONES,
2017 a turning point
In 2017, Edilia Gänz presented
the FEDORA Platform project
to the European Commission.
The members of the Commission
applauded the effectiveness, value
and long-term commitment of this
innovative cultural funding model.
Launched in 2018, the FEDORA
Platform is a unique digital tool:
artists apply with their artistic
creations for the FEDORA Prizes
and the general audience can vote
for its favorite artistic projects
and support them with an online
donation. The FEDORA Platform is
co-funded by the ”Creative Europe”
programme of the European Union.

IN COOPERATION WITH

www.fedora-platform.com
FuturE
The Platform launch has been
a success and allows FEDORA to
extend its impact thanks to a third
prize: the FEDORA Education
Prize. With the support of €50,000,
it will be awarded for the first
time this year and will reward
educational projects that promote
social integration and intercultural
dialogue through ballet and opera.
The goal is to reach a young audience
which is very active on the internet.
In 2020, a fourth prize will be
introduced: the FEDORA Digital
Prize which will encourage the
link between dance and opera and
new technologies, to discover and
recognize new ways of expression.
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